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‘efurbished lifeboat,
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Crossing Europe © - rm, was not what I had in mind when I decided
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But... plans do change and as I write this text, I sit on ' . Sulina
| i ! Belgrade = = ~ 1
a bay in Berlin, at anchor, surrounded by a growing > SEEprl 4
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German boating community, after completing 5500km S
from London to Sulina, on the Romanian Black Sea,
throughout 8 different rivers, 18 canals, 9 countries and
501 locks.
The lifeboat in question was bought empty, with S : It was instead refurbished into a London liveaboard
B e o food aud waier o survivion o with the intention of bigger adventures due to its sea
the water for a couple of weeks. It had been sitting on . nature, with abed, woodburner, toilet, a sea anchor and
a North Sea oil platform for 11 years, as Lifeboat no.g, lots of ballast under the floor in order to replicate the
never used, and was going to be discarded or broken up «  weight of the 61 people the boat had been designed to

carry to safety, which would made her more stable and
deeper on the water to cross the many low bridges along

the London canals.

This was the point I was introduced to “Milda - the
lifeboat” and when I slowly started to shift from a flat

dweller to boat life.

The list of things to do was though still a long one, as |
later understood always is on a boat! To build a kitchen,
do all the plumbing, add some storage, more insulation:
botld 2 shawer add dome portholes, electrical
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Nnections, to name just a few...




As \\i'll on 1‘1:- ‘n».|| I»]Ln:]iw.\(-:]‘ |i|,- research '-J,\]l.’:l\
14'\||l|l|llf‘ the big l“l"l‘f'-"l' Adventure l?w;un“i

‘\(l[)l'l\\ull\ to first cross the English Channel and thez:

o each of the countries, research on seaports, tide

license: and ol course the route ahead! We got a map
of European rivers and started to trace a course. Made
some trial runs, hrst to the [ hame ind then to the

Medway to get the feeling for the sea. Contacted the
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Coast Guard and got as much advice as we could from

l"}l(] f"”x\\« ll yaters

For the sea Ccrossing a bit more }n(']\;n':n\un was
;(qlcv]]le Mostly to fasten everything down! The solax
panels to the roof, woodburner to the floor, tool boxes

‘hannel can be very unpredictable and
-day good weather window’ that we've
we could be caught in a storm that

ld turn the boat over.

Slowly and

steady the boat was getting 1
Well... When
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I noticed, T was crossing the English
Channel a lifeboat with a huge cargo ship far ahead
that looked just like a fighting vehicle taken from Star
Warg!

B |

W 1.8 T : ' % - -
We lett %nr.{\,n"‘d on the 20th of Jun-’: 20[6, from

J . F Oyav - £} 4
Ramsgate, at 5.90am in the mo to take advantage

of the tide. We sailed along the C€
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Not belore we were stopped

and where
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by an English sunboat asking who we w
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we were heading to. We re going to Irance:l.
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To be continued
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